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	Poetry: My Father and the Figtree | Lower Secondary 
                                                              					       Stage (6-8)
1st Semester | 2023-2024

	Name:
	__________________________ 	Grade: _______________________

	Date:
	__________________________

	
Subject: English Language 
	

	Objectives:
· to have a brief overview of elements of poetry and figurative language
· to discuss and analyze the poem My Father and the Figtree
· Global perspective: to relate the poem to ongoing events in Palestine




What is poetry?
Poetry is a type of literature, or artistic writing that attempts to stir a reader's imagination or emotions. The poet does this by carefully choosing and arranging language for its meaning, sound, and rhythm.
Elements of Poetry
	Form 

	1) Verse
	a single line of a poem.

	2) Stanza 
	division of verses into groups.

	Sound
	Examples:  

	Rhyme
	is the repetition of similar sounds.

	Cat- mat- fat- bat- rat 
Pie- shy- high 

	Rhyme scheme
	the pattern made the rhyming words that are usually identified with a lower case letter.


	     I saw a fairy in the wood,    a
    He was dressed all in green.   b
    He drew his sword while I just stood,   a
   And realized I'd been seen.   b

Rhyme Scheme: abab

	Rhythm
	The pattern of beats made by stressed and unstressed syllables in the lines of a poem. 

	When signing the alphabet or Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star 

	Alliteration
	is the repetition of the initial consonant sound in two or more words in a line of poetry.

	Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers.


	Onomatopoeia
	is a word that imitates or resembles the sound.


	Crash, wham, bam!
Crunch
The leaves were rustling.


	Repetition
	when a word or a phrase is repeated a few times to make an idea clearer and more memorable.

	My love is like a red, red rose. 
I saw a very, very, very, big bus. 

	Imagery
	is the use of vivid descriptive language and sensory details to represent objects, actions, and ideas in a way that appeals to the readers’ senses – sight, sound, touch, smell, taste.
	He whiffed the aroma of brewed coffee. 

	Figurative Language:
	Examples 

	Simile
	is making a comparison between two unlike objects using the words like or as.

	    She is as cold as ice.
    He is as strong as an ox.
    Life is like a highway.


	Metaphor
	is making a comparison between two objects without using like or as.

	  The dog is a monster.
  Life is a puzzle.


	Extended Metaphor 
	An extended metaphor is a metaphor that unfolds across multiple lines or even paragraphs of a text, making use of multiple interrelated metaphors within an overarching one. 


	"Life is a highway" is a simple metaphor, it becomes an extended metaphor when you say: "Life is a highway that takes us through green pastures, vast deserts, and Rocky Mountains.” Now you've spread the idea of "life = highway" across multiple sentences and related ideas, and created an extended metaphor.

	Hyperbole
	is an over-exaggeration. 
  
	 I’m bored to death.
I will be there in a second. 

	Personification
	is giving nonhuman objects human-like qualities.
	The wind sang through the trees.
The waves kissed the sand. 

	Symbolism
	is when an object represents bigger, more meaningful ideas.
	The color red could represent anger or love.

	Tone
	indicates the writer’s attitude toward or feelings about the subject matter of a literary work and audience. 
	The author’s tone can be angry, joyful, ironic, serious…. etc.  

	Mood
	is the atmosphere of a literary piece, as it creates an emotional setting that surrounds the readers.
	Open the window, NOW! 

This is an imperative mood.

	Theme
	is the central idea of a literary work (could have more than one).
	I will never forget what my other has done for me. 

Themes: family, love, appreciation, sacrifice 

	Point of View
	refers to who is telling or narrating the poem.
	I wag my tail 
I tilt my head
I give a little wink 
I flash my smile 
This poem’s speaker is a dog.  

	Allusion
	is a brief and indirect reference to a person, place, thing or idea of historical, cultural, literary or political significance. It does not describe in detail the person or thing to which it refers. It is just a passing comment and the writer expects the reader to possess enough knowledge to spot the allusion and grasp its importance in a text. 
	The rise in poverty will unlock the Pandora’s box of crimes. – This is an allusion to Greek mythology “Pandora’s box”.

	Oxymoron 
	two opposite ideas are joined to create an effect. The common oxymoron phrase is a combination of an adjective proceeded by a noun with contrasting meanings.
	 “cruel kindness,” or “living dead”.

	Denotation
	 is what the word literally says. 

	Oxford dictionary defines fear as: 
an unpleasant emotion caused by the threat of danger, pain, or harm.

	Connotation
	refers to a meaning that is implied by a word apart from its literal or primary meaning.

	I am feeling very blue today.

 Here blue refers to feeling sad, not to the color. 





How to Read a Poem
When reading a new poem, it is important to identify the main ideas and the techniques used to present them. The diagram below shows the ten steps that take a reader to comprehend and explore the stylistic features of a poem. 
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My Father and the Figtree
by Naomi Shihab Nye
	Who is Naomi Shihab Nye

	Naomi Shihab Nye was born on March 12, 1952, in St. Louis, Missouri, to a Palestinian father and an American mother. During her high school years, she lived in Ramallah in Palestine, the Old City in Jerusalem, and San Antonio, Texas, where she later received her BA in English and world religions from Trinity University.
Nye gives voice to her experience as an Arab-American through poems about heritage and peace that overflow with a humanitarian spirit. About her work, the poet William Stafford has said, "her poems combine transcendent liveliness and sparkle along with warmth and human insight. She is a champion of the literature of encouragement and heart. Reading her work enhances life."
	[image: ]


Definition of Diaspora
From the Greek word meaning 'to scatter,' a diaspora is defined as a community of people who do not live in their country of origin, but maintain their heritage in a new land. Many can probably relate to this issue, since you've got ancestral roots from one country but reside in a different place. For instance, in the United States, a plethora of ethnic communities exist. Americans can be classified according to sub-cultures, such as African-American, Mexican-American, Irish-American, and Indian-American. Inclusion of emigrants, or people who have left their homelands to settle permanently in a different one, is a major characteristic of a diaspora. 
You may also hear the term 'dispersion,' which is a requirement for diaspora to exist. Dispersion refers to a movement away from a particular space, like the petals of a dandelion blowing in the wind. Thus, you can imagine that, due to dispersion, people form transnational communities in which members are committed to restoring homeland values. For instance, Palestinian people living outside the land of Palestine constitute a well-known example of a diaspora. 


	My Father and the Fig tree
by Naomi Shihab Nye

1	 For other fruits my father was indifferent.
He’d point at the cherry trees and say,
“See those? I wish they were figs.”
In the evenings he sat by my bed
weaving folktales like vivid little scarves.
They always involved a figtree.
Even when it didn’t fit, he’d stick it in. 
Once Joha1 was walking down the road
and he saw a figtree. 
Or, he tied his camel to a figtree
and went to sleep. 
Or, later when they caught and arrested him, 
his pockets were full of figs.
2	 At age six I ate a dried fig and shrugged. 
“That’s not what I’m talking about!” he said. 
“I’m talking about a fig straight from the earth—
gift of God!—on a branch so heavy it touches the ground. 
I’m talking about picking the largest fattest sweetest fig
in the world and putting it in my mouth.” 
(Here he’d stop and close his eyes.)
3	 Years passed, we lived in many houses, none had figtrees. 
We had lima beans, zucchini, parsley, beets. 
“Plant one!” my mother said, but my father never did. 
He tended garden half-heartedly, forgot to water, 
let the okra get too big. 
“What a dreamer he is. Look how many things he starts
and doesn’t finish.”
4 	The last time he moved, I had a phone call, 
my father, in Arabic, chanting a song I’d never heard. 
“What’s that?” 
“Wait till you see!”
[bookmark: _Hlk148898646][bookmark: _GoBack][bookmark: Question_Figtree_1]5	 He took me out to the new yard. 
There, in the middle of Dallas, Texas, 
a tree with the largest, fattest, sweetest figs in the world. 
“It’s a figtree song!” he said, 
plucking his fruits like ripe tokens, 
emblems, assurance
of a world that was always his own.

The above is excerpted from 19 VARIETIES OF GAZELLE by Naomi Shihab Nye. Used with kind permission from HarperCollins Publishers
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1- A trickster figure in Palestinian folktales
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1.   Which statement characterizes the mother’s attitude toward her husband?
A. She is proud that he retains the memory of his native land.
B. She is fearful that his obsession with figs will cause further troubles.
C. She is frustrated by his unwillingness to take firm actions to finish things.
D. She is supportive of his connecting figs with happy memories of his native land.

2.   How does the mother feel about her husband’s dreams?
A. She is frustrated by them.
B. She shares them with him.
C. She worries about them.
D. She admires them.

3.   “At age six I ate a dried fig and shrugged.” (stanza 2)
This line from the poem can be restated as

A. I hated the figs my father grew.
B. Eventually, I learned to love the taste of figs.
C. I didn’t see why figs were so important to my father.
D. I ate the first fig and then gestured to have more of them.

[bookmark: Question_Figtree_4]4.   A line in stanza 3 says, “He tended garden half-heartedly, forgot to water.”
Which phrase means the same as half-heartedly?
A. to try one’s best to accomplish something, but fail
B. to do something with little real interest in it.
C. to go about doing something with great dedication.
D. to try and make something fail because of intense dislike for it.

[bookmark: Question_Figtree_5]5.   Identify the main conflict in this poem.           
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6.   Identify a possible theme for this poem. Justify your answer with an example from the poem. Remember to use proper in-text citation. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
Many Asked Me Not to Forget Them 
By Naomi Shihab Nye

Where do you keep all these people?
The shoemaker with his rumpled cough.
The man who twisted straws into brooms.
My teacher, oh my teacher. I will always cry
when I think of my teacher.
The olive farmer who lost every inch of ground,
every tree,
who sat with head in his hands
in his son's living room for years after.
I tucked them into my drawer with cuff links and bow ties.
Touched them each evening before I slept.
Wished them happiness and peace.
Peace in the heart. No wonder we all got heart trouble.
But justice never smiled on us. Why didn't it?
I tried to get Americans to think of them.
But they were too involved with their own affairs
to imagine ours. And you can't blame them, really.
How much do I think of Africa? I always did feel sad
in the back of my mind for places I didn't
have enough energy to worry about. 

Identify the speaker of the poem and justify your answer. Remember to use proper in-text citation. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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