
Relative clauses: 

Objectives:  Explore how different relative pronouns are used in sentences to 

introduce additional detail. 

 

Sometimes a subordinate clause is introduced by the relative pronoun ‘who’ 

(when referring to a person) or the relative pronoun ‘which’ (when referring to 

an animal or a thing) 

Examples                       I told you about the woman who lives next door. 

                    Do you see the cat which is lying on the roof? 

 

 



 

Sometimes a connective and subordinate clause can be dropped into 

the middle of the main clause. 

 

Example        The older boy, who was much more sensible, prepared the barbecue.                                                         

                                                        Subordinate clause (relative clause) 

 

 

           Exercises:  

 

1. Choose subordinate clauses from the box to complete each sentence. 

 

 

 

 

 

a) The girl, who had borrowed the money, saved up to pay it back. 

b) The old boat, _ which had a hole in it ___________, sank in the lake. 

c) Emma, _ who had hurt her toe __________, was limping badly. 

d) The bird, ___ which was singing loudly ___________, was a lark. 

e) The thin dog, _ which was starving __________, gobbled up all the 

food. 

 

 

which had a hole in it  which was starving who had hurt her toe

 which was singing loudly  who had borrowed the money 



2.Complete these sentences using who or which. 

a. I found the key ____ which ___________ opens the old box. 

b. Emma wrote to her uncle, ___ who ____________ had sent her a 

present. 

c. Amir is the boy ____ who _____________ won first prize. 

d. Natalie went back to the shop ____ which ____________ had sold the 

red shoes. 

 

3.Combine the following sentences using a relative pronoun: 

a. Shakespeare is one of the best-known writers in the world. He is buried in 

Stratford. 

  Shakespeare, who is one of the best-known writers in the world, is 

buried in Stratford. 

 

b. Dan’s bedroom is very big. He shares it with his brother. 

Dan’s bedroom, which he shares with his brother, is very big. 

c. I sent you a postcard. It was written on the summit of Ben Nevis. 

The postcard, which I sent you, was written on the summit of Ben 

Nevis 

d. The waitress spilt the soup. She was obviously new at the job. 

The waitress, who spilt the soup, was obviously new at the job. 



 

e. The castle stands above the town. It was built by the Normans. 

The castle, which was built by the Normans, stands above town. 

f. The Titanic sank in 1912. It was supposed to be unsinkable. 

The Titanic, which was supposed to be unsinkable, sank in 1912.  

g. Maria is a brilliant girl. She is 12 years old. She lives with her grandmother. 

Maria is a brilliant 12 years old girl who lives with her grandmother. 

 

 



b. Complete the following sentences using the suitable relative pronoun 

 

c. where 

b. whose 

c. who 

a. that 

c. why 

c. which 

b. why 

a. whose 

c. that 

b. that 

b. which 
a.where 

a. when a. whom 

a. who a. whom 


