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A UNIT 7
Indirect questions ]
( embedded questions / impersonal questions)

> The

To ask questions in a -, wa}’.

> We can begin i with

'Yes / No' Questions

To make an indirect 'yes / no' question, we use -er and the V‘-
-. This is the same as for reported 'yes / no' questions. On the other

hand, we don't usually need to "BaeKShifll (change the tense of the verb) as we do with

reported questions.

Of course, most tenses make questions by using 'inversion’ (cl_der). To

change from a direct 'yes / no' question with inversion to an indirect question, you -1'

use inversion. DEOLI0HEEON O qesion mariel

e.g. Do you know ifAvhether ther. a postbox near here, please?

A . e
——
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4y "Ves/no

'be’

Past simple with
Fbel

Past continuous
Present perfect
Present perfect
continuous

Past perfect

Past perfect
continuous

‘will'

'going to'

B VerbTeF

e |
Present simple with

e |
Present continuous

T
Had she found this job
Had she been living here
Will she start her new job

__ﬁ
Future simple with

B
Future simple with

questions for tenses with inversion:

Direct Question

Indirect Question

Is he Spanish?

Could you tell me if he i§ Spanish?

Is the restaurant closing
now?

E - =
Could you tell me if the restaurant is closing now?

Was he late for the
meeting?

Could you tell me if he was late for the meeting?

Were you Watching TV at
3pm?

A 2
Could you tell me if you were watching TV at 3pm?

Has Lucy been to
Mexico?

Could you tell me if Lucy has been to Mexico?

Has she been living here
long?

when she moved here?

long when she met you?

next week?

Is it going to rain later?

Future continuous

Will Lisa be meeting the
boss later?

Could you tell me if she has been living here long?

Could you tell me if she had found this job when
she moved here?

Could you tell me if she had been living here long
when she met you?

Could you tell me if she will start her new job next
week?

Could you tell me if it is going 1o rain later?

Could you tell me if Lisa will be meeting the boss
later?

Could you tell me if he wil] have fi
by tonight?

nished the report

Could you tell me if he will have been study
French for twenty years when he retires?

ing

Future perfect Will he have finished the
report by tonight?

Future perfect Will he have been

continuous studying French for
twenty years when he
retires?

Modal verbs

Should we start now?

Could you tell me if we should start now?
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\ Yes / no' : "
\\ 0" questions with 'do / does / did";
Questions t in with ¢
. Hhat begin with do, does, or did’, we delete ‘do, does, or did’ then we use if or
"~ Here, we do not have to chan i j
e the word order —verb
e, g r only pay attention to subject
—
Verb Tens :
€ Direct Question Indirect Question
o S
Present simple wi :
v ll?bc l““h any Docs David live in Could you tell me if David lives in
Xcept ‘be London? London?
]
Past sin i ' ve :
- ‘I':‘p{c with any verb Did Amanda call John Could you tell me if Amanda called
Xcept 'be’ vesterday? John yesterday?
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"\"Wh' Questions

In the same way as with reported 'wh' questions, we use the question word such as what,
who, why, vwhen, where, how, etc. and the word order of a normal positive sentence to
make indirect 'wh' questions. We don't need to use inversion. Again, we also don't usually
need to 'backshift (change the tense of the verb) as we do with reported questions.

e.g. Could you tell me what the time is, please?

Do you know who that man is?

Do you mind telling me why the train is late?
Could you tell me where the nearest bank is, please?

Could you explain how you solved this puzzle?

"Wh' questions for tenses with inversion:

Verb Tense

Present simple with ‘be’

Present continuous

— —

— 1

e e ]

Direct Question

Indirect Question

Why is he unhappy?

Could you tell me why he is unhappy?

When is the restaurant

closing?

Could you tell me when the restaurant is closing?

Past simple with 'be’

Why was he late for the

meeting?

Could you tell me why he was late for the meeting?

Past continuous

What were you doing at

3pm?

Could you tell me what you were doing at 3pm?

Present perfect

Where has Lucy?

Could you tell me where Lucy has been?

Present perfect continuous

How long has she been

living here?

Could you tell me how long she has been living here?

Past perfect

Why had she quit her job

before she moved here?

Could you tell me why she had quit her job before she

moved here?
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", Past perfect continuous

How long had she been
living here when she met

you?

Could you tell me how long she had been living here

when she met you?

Future simple with ‘will'

When will she start her

new job?

Could you tell me when she will start her new job?

Future simple with 'going

to'

When is it going to rain?

Could you tell me when it is going to rain?

Future continuous

What time will Lisa be

meeting the boss?

Could you tell me what time Lisa will be meeting the

boss?

Future perfect

When will he have

finished the report?

Could you tell me when he will have finished the

report?

Future perfect continuous

How long will he have
been studying French

when he retires?

Could you tell me how long he will have been studying

French when he retires?

Modal verbs

What should we do now?

Could you tell me what we should do now?

verb agreement.

"Wh' questions with 'do / does / did'
Questions that begin with ‘do, does, or did’. However, when we want to make indirect 'wh'
questions using these questions, we don't need ‘do, does, or did’. Instead, we use a

question word and we do not have to change the word order only pay attention to subject —

Verb Tense

Direct Question

Indirect Question

Present simple with
any verb except 'be’

Where does David live?

Could you tell me where David
lives?

Past simple with any
verb except 'be’

Why did Amanda call
John yesterday?

Could you tell me why Amanda
called John yesterday?
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Quest}on : Rewrite the following sentences so that each new sentence has . similar
meaning to the one before it.

~

o

10

1

/12

/

13

14

Where's the station?

Could you tell me

Are you coming to the party?

Do you mind telling me

How does it work?
Could you explain
What's the matter?

Could you explain

Where are you from?
Could you tell me

How long does it take to get there?

Do you know

Has she reached a decision yet?

Do you mind telling me

What time are you leaving?
Do you know
Does Annie know about computers?

Could you tell me
Excuse me. How do you get to the post office from here?

Could you tell us

What are you doing?
Do you mind telling me
Could you lend me 50 Euros?

Do you mind
Could you take me to the airport?

Do you mind

Does Susana like classical music?

Could you tell me

>
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' 15. Can you suggest a healthy breakfast?
suggesting g
16. Please help me to plan my revision.
Do you mind ?
17. How can I relax?
you explain ?
18. Are we allowed to eat sweets during the exam?
ou know ?
19. Please tell me where you found that information.
mind 2
20. Does the exam start at ten or half past ten?
whether ?

¥ Note: pabia (M 5dla 2 o e Jigas L O Kaa
Rt e 2l o an 3 A1) g Jol) 08 s liaall Jeil) sumi ) ) Fasie i AU o b
(do/does/did)

21. Do you mind telling me where the library is?

Where

- 22. Could you explain why you left early yesterday?

Why

23. Do you know when the manager will arrive?

When

24. Could you tell me if Ali lives in Amman?

Does

25. Could you tell me whether the exam was difficult or not?

Was

26. Do you know if they have finished their exams?

Have

27. Do you mind telling me if you saw the accident?

Did

_F -

Scanned with CamScanner



Z LC\N‘fQDE Qu«&sb“cm
2016/ /eb (6 S/ Lda S

How can I get to Queen Alia Airport by public transport?
Could you tell Me....ocovviiiiiiiiieaeeienirnneennreenrenrtte

how I can get to Queen Alia Airport by, publi¢ [ransport?=

2016/ &bua/ gy (s giu/ Wdx S

9
Is there a connection between the amount of TV people watch and how fit they are?
Do you know

Do you know lf/ whethcr there isa connectlon betwecn lhe amounl of T'V peoplc watch and how fi u@
are?. " e 3 i g

=Ty

~ Y
%

2017/ L gidf gl ) 5 shmaf Laa QS

Are students allowed to navigate the Internet during the open exam‘7 oo
DO You KNOW. ... s 0 A =

P ) i
I Do you know if/ whether students are allowed to navigate the Internet ‘dul ing the. .open ¢ exam?

2017/ dbra/ o ) (s s L IS Lo, 2

Does the bell ring at eight or half past eight?
Do you know

LDO you know if/ whether the bell rings at eight or half | past elght"

2018/ &355d/ @l (s siana/ dpan QIS
"What can't we bring onto the plane?"
Could you tell me

| Could you tell me what we can't bring onto the plane? R

2018/ Adsaf gl 5 (5 shsaf Jada LIS P R
How can I fix this smartphone?
Could you tell me

B-80-4:3: Complete the second sentence so that it has the same meanmg as the first.
3 Where does the bus go from, please"

[ 3" you tell me wiiEre thE bus goes==

l WB-55-7:1: Completé the sentences so that they mean the same as the ones above them.
1. Where's. the post ofﬁce pleasc"
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